[Q] If one witness said, “So and so was born on the Sabbath,” 
they circumcise him on his testimony [overriding the 
restrictions of the Sabbath]. 


[R] [If what he said was, “The child was born at] nightfall at 
the end of the Sabbath,” they move him on his testimony. 


[S] R. Immi moved [the infant] based upon the testimony of 
the midwives. 


[T] R. Mattaniah moved [the infant] based upon the light of 
the moon. 


[U] R. Immi circumcised based upon the testimony of 
women who said that it was still light over Susita. 


[1:3 A] Do those who know the witnesses to the appearance of the moon 
profane the Sabbath on their behalf? 


[B] Let us derive the answer from the following case: 


[C] Said R. Nehorai bar Shanyah, “It happened that I went down to testify 
of a certain witness in Usha, and they did not need me. But I sought a 
pretext to make it possible on the Sabbath for me to visit my fellows.” 


[II:1 A] And how did they spoil matters? 


[B] That they used to say, “The Festival of Weeks [always] follows the 
Sabbath,” and they used to go out on it while it was still evening with 
the presumption that it would be sanctified. 


[C] Then concerning [the New .Moon of] Nisan we won’t accept their 
testimony, but concerning the rest of the months we should accept 
them their testimony. 


[D] Said R. Yosé the son of R. Abun, “The essential disordering began 
with Adar.” 


[E] Then when there is agreement with them, we should not accept 
them; but if there is not agreement with them, we may accept them! 


[F] The Mishnah states the rule covering the one case on account of 
the rule covering the other [to preserve consistency in all matters]. 


[II:2 A] It happened that the Boethusians hired two false witnesses to testify 
concerning the moon that it had been sanctified. 


[B] The one came. gave his testimony and went on his way. 


